


Mindful Morning Moments, Keynotes, Breakout Sessions, Comfort Cases Service

Project, Major Donors & Paul Harris Society Cocktail Hour, Dinner, Hospitality & DJ

Mindful Morning Moments, Breakfast & Keynote, 50/50 & Door Prizes, Memorials

Optional Welcome Activity: Summer - The Donna Summer Musical at Toby's
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2026 ROTARY DISTRICT 7620 CONFERENCE

District Governor's Message

Welcome from District Governor Dawn M. Wittfelt
District Governor 2026-2027 | Rotary District 7620

Dear Rotarians, Rotaractors, Guests, and Friends:

Welcome to the 2026 Rotary District 7620 Conference! It is truly a joy to
welcome you to Columbia for a weekend that I hope will be much more than
meetings, speakers, and programs. My hope is that this conference gives us
an opportunity to reconnect with old friends, build new relationships, learn
from one another, and remember why we chose to become part of Rotary in
the first place.

Our theme, “Youth & Peace - Building Connections, Inspiring Impact,” reflects something I believe
deeply: lasting change begins when we bring people together. It is created when we build stronger
communities, invest in young people, listen to one another, and give people hope for a better future.

Throughout this weekend, you will hear from people who are doing exactly that. We will explore trauma
care and stronger communities, violence prevention and conflict resolution, membership and
engagement, online safety, and Rotary’s worldwide commitment to peace. We will also hear directly
from our Youth Exchange students and a Rotary Peace Fellow - reminding us that when we invest in
young people and equip them to understand one another, we are investing in a more peaceful world.

And, because this is Rotary, we won’t just talk about service - we will serve. Our Comfort Cases service
project gives us the opportunity to work side by side and make a tangible difference in the lives of young
people.

I encourage you to make the most of this weekend. Sit with someone you don’t know. Ask another club
about a project that excites them. Visit the House of Friendship. Attend the breakout sessions. Share an
idea. Start a conversation. And most importantly, think about what you can take home to your club and
your community.

Because the real measure of a District Conference is not simply what happens while we are here. It is
what happens after we leave. If one new relationship becomes a partnership, if one idea becomes a
service project, if one conversation inspires a member, or if one project changes the future for a young
person, then together we have begun to Create Lasting Impact.

Thank you for being here, for believing in the power of Rotary, and for everything you do in service to
your communities and our world. I hope you leave this weekend reconnected, reenergized, and inspired
to turn connection into action and action into lasting impact.

Welcome to the 2026 Rotary District 7620 Conference. Let’s make it a weekend to remember!

Dawn M. Wittfelt
District Governor 2026-2027
Rotary District 7620
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ROTARY DISTRICT 7620
2026 DISTRICT CONFERENCE - AT A GLANCE

October 9-11, 2026 | Merriweather Lakehouse | Columbia, Maryland

Youth & Peace - Building Connections, Inspiring Impact

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9

Evening Optional Welcome Activity: Summer - The Donna Summer Musical at Toby's

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10

7:00 AM - 8:00 AM Mindful Morning Moments: Walk & Yoga with Kelly Stickney - Porch outside of Lakeside

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Registration Open - Town Center Lobby Level

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM House of Friendship Open - Foyer

8:30 AM - 11:00 AM Continental Breakfast & Keynote Speaker: Dr. Mira Ghneim, Shock Trauma - Town Center Ballroom

• Peace as a Lens: Overview of the Rotary Peace Ecosystem - Presenter: Mari Clark
• Fighting Gun Violence in SE DC: a Public Health Approach - Presenters: Kenneth Barnes and Donnie Shaw
• Seamstresses of Peace in Bogata Columbia - Presenter: Carlos Guizas

B. MEMBERSHIP & RETENTION
Presenter: Marilyn Nevy Cruz

C. STOP THE BLEED
Presenter: UM R Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center instructors

D. PROTECTING YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY FROM ONLINE SCAMS
Presenter: Dave Bittner

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Major Donors & Paul Harris Society Cocktail Hour - by invitation only - Rookery Bar/Osprey Lounge

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Dinner & Keynote Speaker: Rob Scheer, Comfort Cases

8:00 PM - 11:00 PM Dessert & Cash Bar / After Glow / DJ - Merriweather Room. Cash bar is the responsibility of patrons.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11

7:00 AM - 8:00 AM Mindful Morning Moments: Walk & Yoga with Kelly Stickney - Porch outside of Lakeside

8:00 AM - 11:00 AM House of Friendship Open - Foyer

11:00 AM Conference Close

2026 Rotary District 7620 Conference | October 9-11, 2026 | Merriweather Lakehouse, Columbia, Maryland

3:30 PM - 4:15 PM Comfort Cases Service Project

Breakfast & Keynote Speaker: Brooke Lierman, Comptroller of Maryland - Town Center Ballroom; 50/50 & Door Prizes,
Memorial

12:15 PM - 3:15 PM Breakout Sessions - Ballroom

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

A. PEACE & CONFLICT RESOLUTION
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Lunch with Youth Exchange Students (3) Speak

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
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ROTARY DISTRICT 7620
2026 DISTRICT CONFERENCE

SPEAKER HIGHLIGHTS
Building Connections, Inspiring Impact

Rob Scheer
FOUNDER, COMFORT CASES
DINNER SPEAKER

Founder of Comfort Cases, a national
nonprofit supporting children entering
foster care with dignity, hope and
essential items. Drawing on his own
experience in foster care, Rob is an
author, podcast host and national
advocate working to improve the lives of
children and families.

Dr. Mira Ghneim
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF SURGERY
SHOCK TRAUMA SURGEON
BREAKFAST SPEAKER

An Associate Professor of Surgery at the
University of Maryland School of
Medicine and a trauma and critical care
surgeon at the R Adams Cowley Shock
Trauma Center. Her clinical and
research work focuses on trauma,
emergency surgery, surgical critical
care, aging and health equity.

Brooke Lierman
COMPTROLLER OF MARYLAND
BRUNCH SPEAKER

Maryland's Comptroller and the first
woman independently elected to one of
the state's constitutional offices. An
attorney and former Maryland delegate,
she leads an agency of public servants
across Maryland with a focus on
modernization, public engagement and
fiscal stewardship.

OCTOBER 9-11, 2026  |  MERRIWEATHER LAKEHOUSE  |  COLUMBIA, MARYLAND
2026 Rotary District 7620 Conference
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2026 ROTARY DISTRICT 7620 CONFERENCE

Peace & Conflict Resolution
Breakout Sessions - Saturday, October 10

Kenneth Barnes, Sr.
Kenneth Barnes, Sr. is the founder of Reaching Out to Others Together (ROOT, Inc.), established following the tragic 2001
gun violence death of his son, Kenny Barnes Jr. Drawing on his background in psychology and personal experience, Barnes
has become a leading community advocate for addressing gun violence as a public health issue through prevention,
education, and community engagement. His service has earned national and local recognition, including the National Crime
Victim Service Award presented in 2009 by then U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder and the 2026 Rotary District 7620 Peace
Champion Award for his extraordinary commitment to community service and violence prevention.

Donnie Shaw, Jr.
Donnie Shaw, Jr. is a Washington, D.C. native and Director of Community Relations, DC for the YMCA of Metropolitan
Washington. An American University graduate, he is a longtime community advocate with extensive leadership in youth
development, health, education, and public safety. His service includes the Rotary Club of Washington Foundation,
Community of Hope, D.C. Public Schools Chancellor's Parent Advisory Council, Woodridge Warriors Youth Organization,
and several pediatric emergency care and community health initiatives. He is also a founding member of 100 Fathers DC
and a dedicated volunteer with Fort Dupont Ice Arena's youth hockey program.

Mari H. Clarke
Mari H. Clarke is President of the Rotary Club of Washington Global (2026-27), Chair of the Rotary District 7620 Peace
Committee, a member of the Rotary Action Group for Peace (RAGFP) and its Potomac Chapter, and a faculty affiliate of the
Carter School for Peace and Conflict Resolution. Carrying forward the peace legacy of her late husband, Rotarian David
Fishman, she brings 40 years of experience advancing gender and social inclusion in international development across
Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, the Middle East, Oceania, the Caribbean, and South America. A trained anthropologist and
published author, Clarke received the Praxis Award for excellence in applied anthropology and has held leadership roles
with Friendship Force and professional anthropology associations. She holds a Ph.D. and M.Ed. from UNC-Chapel Hill, an
M.A. from the University of Pennsylvania, and a B.A. from Michigan State University, where she graduated magna cum
laude and was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa.

Carlos Güiza
Carlos Güiza is a member of the Rotary Club of Washington Global and a Rotary Peace Fellow alum with more than 10
years of experience in project management, operations, and international development. His work spans the design,
implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of initiatives focused on economic opportunity for disadvantaged communities,
climate change, and water and sanitation, with expertise in data analytics, procurement, resource management, and
international operations across the public and private sectors. Carlos holds a Master of International Development Policy
(MIDP) from Duke University and a bachelor's degree in Business Administration, bringing creative thinking, strong research
and interpersonal skills, and a commitment to collaboration, accountability, and meaningful impact.

Diego Carneiro
Diego Carneiro is one of the most distinguished young Brazilian cellists and conductors of his generation. Born in Belém,
Brazil, in the Amazon region, he studied cello, piano, viola da gamba, and orchestral conducting at the University of
Missouri-Columbia, Trinity College of Music in England, and the Haute École de Musique in Switzerland, where he earned
his bachelor's and master's degrees. In 2024, Diego received a Rotary Peace Fellowship, which he pursued at Makerere
University in Uganda, where he launched his ongoing Orchestrating Peace through Music Initiative. He has traveled
around the world sharing his message of peace through music with refugees and young people and performed his
composition, Paths to Peace, during a plenary session at the Rotary International Convention in Calgary.
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Platinum Sponsor
Sykesville-South Carroll Rotary Foundation

Gold Sponsor

Silver Sponsors
John C. Hanson

Amir Kahn, K&S Associates
Rotary Club of Washington, DC

(sponsoring the service project)

Bronze Sponsors
Sean McAlister

Dave & Sandy Vogel
Rotary Club of Columbia-Patuxent

Rotary Club of Dupont Circle
Metro Bethesda Rotary Club

Rotary Club of Washington Global

Friend Sponsors
Rawle Andrews Jr.

Hande Apaydin
Edco & Cecilia Bailey

Bunnie Clark
Daniel Fischer
Jim Gilchrist

Amy Jahnigen
Billy & Marilyn Louis

Pauline Simmons
Mark Stoner

Jon Ward
Rotary Club of Annapolis

Rotary Club of Glen Burnie
Rotary Club of Howard West

Rotary Club of Lake Shore-Severna Park
Rotary Club of Lexington Park

Rotary Club of Pikesville-Owings Mills
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Rotary Clubs of Frederick County, Maryland

Friend Sponsors
Rawle Andrews Jr. Mark Stoner

Hande Apaydin Jon Ward

Edco & Cecilia Bailey Rotary Club of Annapolis

Bunnie Clark Rotary Club of Glen Burnie

Daniel Fischer Rotary Club of Howard West

Jim Gilchrist Rotary Club of Lake Shore-Severna Park

Amy Jahnigen Rotary Club of Lexington Park

Billy & Marilyn Louis Rotary Club of Pikesville-Owings Mills

Pauline Simmons

Rotary Club of Carroll Creek New Market Rotary Club

Rotary Club of Frederick Southern Frederick Rotary Club

Key City Rotary Club Smoketown Rotary Club

Rawle Andrews Jr.
Hande Apaydin
Edco & Cecilia Bailey
Bunnie Clark
Daniel Fischer
Jim Gilchrist
Amy Jahnigen
Billy & Marilyn Louis
Pauline Simmons
Rotary Club of Carroll Creek
Rotary Club of Frederick
Key City Rotary Club

Mark Stoner
Jon Ward
Rotary Club of Annapolis
Rotary Club of Glen Burnie
Rotary Club of Howard West
Rotary Club of Lake Shore-Severna Park
Rotary Club of Lexington Park
Rotary Club of Pikesville-Owings Mills

New Market Rotary Club
Southern Frederick Rotary Club
Smoketown Rotary Club

Rawle Andrews Jr.
Hande Apaydin

Edco & Cecilia Bailey
Bunnie Clark

Daniel Fischer
Jim Gilchrist

Amy Jahnigen
Billy & Marilyn Louis

Pauline Simmons
Rotary Club of Carroll Creek

Rotary Club of Frederick
Key City Rotary Club

Mark Stoner
Jon Ward

Rotary Club of Annapolis
Rotary Club of Glen Burnie

Rotary Club of Howard West
Rotary Club of Lake Shore-Severna Park

Rotary Club of Lexington Park
Rotary Club of Pikesville-Owings Mills

New Market Rotary Club
Southern Frederick Rotary Club

Smoketown Rotary Club
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SPECIAL THANKS
Door Prize Contributors

With Appreciation to the Organizations Supporting Our
2026 District Conference Through Door Prize Contributions

Smyth Jewelers

Jam Eateries

Thank You for Helping Make Our Conference Memorable.

SPECIAL THANKS

Smyth Jewelers

Jam Eateries

Cafe Columbia

Cafe Columbia

Jam Eateries

Smyth Jewelers

SPECIAL THANKS
Door Prize Contributors

With appreciation to the organizations supporting our
2026 District Conference through door prize contributions.

Café Columbia Jam Eateries

Nora’s Kabob Smyth Jewelers

Lunch for 2 on the Wharf DC
(The Grille)

by Rotary Club of Howard West

Thank you for helping make our conference memorable.

Café Columbia
Ruth’s Chris

Jam Eateries

Basta Pasta
Nora’s Kabob

Smyth Jewelers

Another Broken Egg
Restaurant First Watch

Lunch for 2 on the Wharf DC
(The Grille)

by Rotary Club of Howard
West

Thank you for helping make our conference memorable.

Lunch for 2
on the Wharf DC

(The Grille)
by Rotary Club of

Howard West
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Together, we connect people, strengthen communities, and create lasting impact.
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